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Reflection: Video- The Power of Inclusive Education
Dr. Ilene Schwartz starts the discussion of by saying,” Imagine a world where ability doesn’t stand in the way of making friends"(TEDx Talks, 2015). When working with students with disabilities, regardless of the level of severity of the disability, I feel that they should have an opportunity to be included in the general education classroom for all or part of the school day. Inclusion is a way of giving students with unique needs a chance to spend at least a portion of their school day with their non-disabled peers. As an inclusion teacher I can understand how educators who have had no formal professional experience working with students with disabilities might feel that they are not adequately prepared to have special needs students included in their general education classrooms. Even with my experience working with special needs students, I find it challenging anticipating what the student might experience daily in a general education classroom.
The first point made by the speaker, Dr. Ilene Schwartz, that had a positive impact on me was that, “Inclusion is about belonging” (TEDx Talks, 2015). To me this means that inside of a general education classroom belonging is an important part of the student relationship. The second point made, was that of, “Through instruction and teaching we make sure students feel like they belong” (TEDx Talks, 2015). This was a way of saying instruction and teaching is important to inclusion classrooms. The third point that Dr. Schwartz made that impacted me was that,” Inclusion is the celebration of diversity put into action” (TEDx Talks, 2015). Inclusion education is made up of membership, relationship and skills as outcomes. In order to have a classroom that is inclusive, you must make sure you have instruction and teaching that targets diversity.
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After viewing the video, provide a written response to the reflection prompts below:
1. Share your personal feelings about having students with disabilities, regardless of the level of severity of the disability, included in the general education classroom for all or part of the school day.
2. Cite at least three points made by the speaker in the video that had an impact on you, either positive or negative, and describe your feelings related to those points.
      The TED Talk video shows why inclusion is important. Inclusion is about belonging to a community and is not only about being there. It is diversity in action where educators have the ability to help students develop a sense of membership with positive relationships and skills. Inclusion is not a strategy and it is necessary for teachers to actively and intentionally instruct with inclusion in mind. The Individuals with Disabilities Act says that students with disabilities should be instructed in the least restrictive environment. Inclusion gives the general and special education teacher an opportunity to work together to meet the individual needs of the student. Adaptations and modifications can be made to any lesson to ensure that the student is able to succeed in the general education classroom. Effective instruction has the ability to assist not only the teacher but also the learner or student and according to Schwartz (2015), student failure can be seen as instructional failure. While in a professional development session during my first year as an educator, we were posed with a question, ‘does teaching take place if the students do not learn’? This question lead to a debate as some educators said yes since they viewed teaching as only being the physical act of providing the necessary information to the students; however, I said no. As educators, it is our job to ensure that we use whatever strategies or methods necessary to ensure that students learn and grow. This can be the same for inclusion. The general education teacher may feel unprepared or overwhelmed when faced with the possibility of having a special education student in their classroom; however, the student would be able to thrive once modifications are made to cater to their individual needs and support is given by the special education teacher. Educators should do as much as they can and do whatever they can to meet the needs of their students. 
       There were many points that Schwartz made that stood out to me. She stated that student failure is instructional failure and I agree with this point. All learners are not the same and we are in an age that has moved from the ‘chalk and talk’ teaching style. There are so many strategies and resources available to teachers that can be used to ensure the success of students. Schwartz also stated that inclusion is about belonging. Regardless if you are a student in a classroom or an employee in a work place, everyone wants to feel as though they belong. Inclusion allows students to feel as though they are a part of a community which can also have positive effects on their classroom engagement, mental health and overall happiness. One of the most interesting points made by Schwartz was that students need to be explicitly taught how to make friendships between themselves and students with disabilities. When looking at inclusion, the thought should not only be on the teacher and special education student, but also the general education students in the classroom. Although the special education student will be placed in the general education classroom, you would still want to avoid there being an obvious separation between the two. Students need to be taught how to treat, respond and create friendships with those that may be different from them.
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